
 From the Pastor’s Desk 

Mark 1:3 states, “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the 

Lord, make straight paths for him.’”  

 

Around this time, every year, John the Baptist appears to remind us about what 

matters most such as preparing for the coming of Christ. So, for many of us, our 

type of preparations includes traditions like putting up the Christmas tree, lighting 

the Advent candles, hanging the greens, setting up the nativity scene, attending 

parties, singing carols, participating in family functions, and celebrating Christmas 

Eve candlelight service at the church.  

 

Some of my most cherished memories are from last year’s Season of 

Advent.  At that time, Michael Dorn was still with us and I have fond 

memories of the choir and friends singing Christmas carols throughout 

our community on a very chilly evening.  Yet, we all gathered afterwards 

to warm up over a cup of hot cocoa and treats. What a joyous time.   

 

Another wonderful memory is of the children hanging the greens, placing 

ornaments on the tree and participating in the Christmas play, which was written 

and directed by our very own Donna Cavender. 

 

And, who could ever forget our Christmas Eve candlelight 

service, which was the highlight of the entire season.  Our family 

and friends joined together in celebration of the birth of Christ.  

 

However, due to Covid-19, this year’s Season of Advent will be 

different in some ways.  While we are still able to follow some of 

our traditions, we must do so safely and in accordance with state guidelines and 

restrictions. 

 

Nevertheless, I am reminded of John the Baptist’s mission.  He came to prepare the 

way for Christ and our mission is the same.  Church family, God has been good to 

each and every one of us throughout this very difficult year.  So, let us continue to 
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spread the Good News of Jesus Christ wherever we may go.  Let us rejoice in his 

birth and look forward with great anticipation to his return. And, in the meantime, 

let us have an attitude of gratitude for all that God has done. 

  

In the words of Arthur Warell, “We (Vernette and I) wish you a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year.” May God bless and keep you. 

 

Let us pray: 

Lord, we love and adore you.    You are an awesome God who came in the person 

of Christ Jesus to save us.  We thank you from the depths of our heart.  Continue to 

bless each and every one of us.  We repent of our sins and ask for your forgiveness.  

In Jesus’ name, we do pray. Amen. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Rudy 
 

                                                                               

 

Donna Goes Walk About.… 

After 9 months of shut downs, wearing masks, washing our hands more times during the day 

than we ever thought possible, and isolating in our homes when we’d rather be with our 

friends….we’re tired of it all. BUT, you can’t say we haven’t been resourceful! We may have 

missed a few Sundays early on, but then our desire to find a way to continue to worship AND 

remain connected with our church family. And so, many of us have become very familiar with 

new technology like Zoom. Thanks to our amiable pastor, we have gone from video church to 

parking lot church to church in our sanctuary. We have Bible study on Wednesday nights and 

fun game nights every Thursday evening. We’ve been able to have successful confirmation 

classes and any meetings have been productive using Zoom. We have even been able to 

maintain our mission work with the Food Pantry outside the church, collecting and preparing 

items for Samaritan’s Purse, and collecting items and preparing Christmas boxes/bags for the 

Christmas at Sea program at the Port of Wilmington. We have a heart for mission at St Georges 

UMC and with God’s help, we have been able to continue to do His work, even in the middle of 



a pandemic. We will all be so glad to be done with masks and able to visit with friends and 

family whenever we want. I will admit to being sad about the situation we find ourselves in but 

then I have to remind myself that with a warm house, a job, and food, I am blessed.  We will get 

through this together.  

 That’s all for this month. I hope to see you all very soon!               Donna 

 

 
 

Happy Birthday to… 

Dec 1…………….Edith Carroll   Dec 7………….Sue Gestwicki 

Dec 8…………….Manuel Molina   Dec 10…………Charlie Carrico 

Dec 12……………Carole Jaques   Dec 12.…………..Marie Streaker 

Dec 21……………Linda Moore 

 

Happy Anniversary to… 

Dec 10…………..Dawn & Jerry Lowe 

 

Mission Update 

Thanksgiving of 2020 is now a memory.  For most of us, it wasn't our traditional 

gathering of friends and family.  However, we have so much to be thankful for. 

We have our family and friends, our warm homes, food and most importantly our faith 

that gets us through difficult times. 

Many have none of these.  For many it will be a cold, lonely winter. 

 

We as a church family can help some know that others 

care.  Meeting Ground in Elkton, MD ministers to the homeless 

and needy.  They serve meals, have shelters and outreaches to 

help those most in need. 

Serve one another humbly 
in love. - Galatians 5:13 



Due to Covid 19 restrictions, Code Purple will be different this year.  In the past, 

churches and organizations would open their doors and have the homeless sleep there 

for the night.  They cannot do that this year.  Instead,  people will be given vouchers to 

stay in a motel for the night.   They will not be provided any toiletries or personal care 

items. 

I suggested that St. Georges make "Care Packs".  A gallon plastic Ziplock bag 

can be filled with a toothbrush, small toothpaste, comb, soap in a sandwich 

baggie, shampoo, Chapstick, hand cream, disposable razor/shaving cream, 

socks (men's and women's) and possibly a hand warmer.   Please fill them 

only with travel or hotel sized items. 

We can then add a copy of "Our Daily Bread" and/or a note of encouragement. 

Toothbrushes and toothpaste are being donated by Dockside Dental in Chesapeake 

City.  Meeting Ground will distribute the "Care Packs". 

 

In November,  our church donated 33 Samaritan's Purse Boxes for children 

around the world. Thanks to Sue Tobin for overseeing that 

project.    Additionally 70 plus "Ditty Boxes" were filled and wrapped at St. 

Georges and will be distributed to incoming ships in Delaware City to be opened on 

Christmas Day for these seaman. 

Our Community Pantry continues to serve our neighbors. 

Plans are in the works for either an adopt-a-family or to donate unwrapped toys to 

"TOYS FOR TOTS".   More information will be forth coming in 

the Weekly Messenger. 

I am so very thankful and blessed to be a part of our St. Georges 

family. 

Remember, Jesus said in Matthew 26:40  "What ever you did for one of the least of 

these  brothers of mine, you did for me" 

 

Carole Jaques, 
Outreach Chair 
 
 
 
 



 

Office Hours & Contact Information 

If you have a prayer request that you would like sent along on the prayer chain,  

please contact Rudy White by phone at 302-832-2211,  

by email at pastor@stgeorgesumc.com,  

or use the prayer wall at www.stgeorgesumc.com/prayerwall 

Church office: 302-832-2211    Phone: 302-632-8065 (texting ok)     

Email: office@stgeorgesumc.com, Office hours: M-Thurs 9 to 2 

 
Methodist Women 
 

Adopt A Family 

Information for the Adopt A Family for this Christmas season will be posted 

on the bulletin board in the social hall.  At this point we are still collecting 

information about the needs for our family.  There will be tags on the 

bulletin board with the individual gift items.  Please take the tag, purchase 

the gift and be sure to tape the tag to the gift when you return it.  Please 

return by December 18th.  

 

 

Friendship Star Quilters 
 

Although the virus is keeping us from meeting as a group each month, we 

still are working on quilts at home.  For awhile the hospitals were not taking 

quilts, but now they are and we were able to donate 20 quilts last 

month.  We will not be meeting again this month, but hope to start meeting 

again next year.  Wishing you all a safe and Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year. 

 

Game Night Schedule 
 
12/3    Steve Cllne 
12/10  Donna Cavender 
12/17  Earl & Carole Jaques 

If you’d like to participate in any game night, please 
contact Pastor Rudy for your Zoom invitation. 

mailto:pastor@stgeorgesumc.com
http://www.stgeorgesumc.com/prayerwall
mailto:office@stgeorgesumc.com


 

 

Troop 123 Update 

 

 

Scouts and leaders attending the 

Back Friday Hike  

 

 

 

.Members of Ship 123 and 

Troop 123 doing a youth 

leadership training class. 



So proud to have young Will Tobin join 

the worship service team as liturgist. 

Good job Will! 

 

 

 

 

With The Hanging of the Greens service canceled, we organized 

a few folks along with the Scouts to decorate the sanctuary.  The 

results are terrific as always. 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas! 

 

St. Georges United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 145 
St. Georges, DE 19733 

 


