
 From the Pastor’s Desk 

Matthew 2:1-2 states, “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the 
time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is 
the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and 
have come to worship him.” 
 
In a year that was darkened by Covid-19, a rare celestial event took place to 
brighten our spirits on the longest night of the year.  
Shortly after sunset, on December 21, 2020, Jupiter and 
Saturn aligned and came as close as they had been in 
nearly 400 years, and it had been nearly 800 years since 
this had happened at night.  Consequently, the “Christmas 
star” appeared.  So, with great anticipation, nighttime observers looked toward 
the southwest sky to see the bright star of wonder.  Astronomers have often 
pondered whether this natural event is the explanation for the star that guided 
the Magi.   
 
Like the Bible’s most famous astronomers, many of us looked to the sky in hopes 
of viewing the star that ultimately led the wise men to the little town of 
Bethlehem following Jesus’ birth.  Unfortunately, our sky was too cloudy; but, do 
not despair, the star will reappear in 2080. (smile)  
 
As disappointed as we may have been, not to have seen the star, we still have 
hope in what the star represents.  The star that was placed over the birthplace of 
Jesus pointed the way for the Magi and it points the way for us to find Jesus 
during these very difficult times.  The star clearly represents the light that brings 
people to Christ.  So, it is understandable as to why so many of us became excited 
about the possibility of seeing the “Christmas star” of 2020.   
 
Whether we are here to see the reappearance of the star in 2080 or not, the light 
of Christ still shines bright within every believer.  So, in 2021, “let your light shine 
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before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in 
heaven” (Matthew 5:16). Harry Dixon Loes said it best when he penned the 
words to the children’s song “This Little Light of Mine.” 

 

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine (repeat) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

Everywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine (repeat) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

In my neighborhood, I’m gonna let it shine (repeat) 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 

Let us pray: 
Lord, we love and adore you.    You are an awesome God who came in the person 
of Christ Jesus to save us.  We thank you from the depths of our heart for your 
eternal light.  Continue to bless each and every one of us in this upcoming year.  
We repent of our sins and ask for your forgiveness.  In Jesus’ name, we do pray. 
Amen. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Rudy 
 

                                                                               

 

Donna Goes Walk About.… 

  Time marches on. Whether we are working, staying at home, busy with everything or busy 

with nothing. Time waits for no man. Somewhere along the way, it got to be 2021. Wasn’t it 

just yesterday that people were all freaked out about Y2K. The year 2000 came and 

went. No Y2K bombshells to be found. And now, because time does not wait, we’ve 

just turned the calendar into the year 2021. Have we accomplished much in the past 20 years? 

Were we waiting for something to happen? I think when we are in the moment, we’re too 

occupied to think about what we are accomplishing. It’s only til later when we look back that 



we see what we’ve done. In 2000, I was in the height of my radio career and 

there were LOTS of things happening. It’s not until looking back now, I see what 

an amazing experience it was.  Here at St. Georges UMC, we’ve been pretty 

busy these last 20 years too. We’ve reached out with God’s love to the 

community in so many ways. From the Angel Food Ministry to The Christmas At Sea program. 

From VBS to Christmas caroling for our neighbors around town. We’ve helped families 

in need with housing and food. We’ve helped the homeless and those struggling with 

addiction or abuse. We’ve celebrated life milestones like births, graduations and 

weddings with joy, and we’ve celebrated the lives of loved ones lost with a tear. All the 

while, time marches on. Those that have been sent to shepherd us have come and gone. Each 

time we’re not sure what God has in store for us, but each change, with time, has proven to be 

another valuable learning experience. Another chance to reach out in love and compassion. 

Another opportunity to figure out, just how strong we are. And 2020 was certainly a test of that 

strength. With God’s help, we persevered. Sometimes we’re not sure how we 

made it, but we did! Time marches on but little St Georges UMC keeps right on 

marching too. God is so faithful and He grants us Grace when we forget to 

acknowledge His guiding hand. Whatever is in store for us in 2021, God will 

guide us through it if we let Him. The next 20 years will be pretty interesting, 

don’t you think?! Happy New Year everyone. Time is marching on. 

 That’s all for this month. I hope to see you all very soon!               Donna 

 
Happy Birthday to… 

Jamie Tobin…………..Jan 8   Charlie Stapleford…………..Jan 9 

Jim Mullen……………Jan 10   Matt Molina…………..……..Jan 17 

Jim Tobin……………..Jan 18   Dorothy Cleaver…………....Jan 20 

Ayden Tobin………….Jan 25   Jim Gestwicki…………….…Jan 29 

 

 
Serve one another humbly 
in love. - Galatians 5:13 



Mission Update 

Outreach Project: 

Soon we'll be having extreme cold weather and "Code Purples" will be declared.  In previous 

years,  the homeless would be placed in temporary shelters for the night.  Because of the 

pandemic this will not be happening.  Instead, they will be placed in some of the older strip 

motels along our highways.  Yes, they will have a bed and shower and warmth, but none of the 

"niceties" will be provided.  Meeting Ground in Elkton has suggested 

donations of personal care items-soaps, toothbrushes/paste, combs, Chapstick, 

handwarmers, socks, gloves, hats, razors/shaving cream.  If you can,  place these items in a 

ziplock bag so that they can keep them as they return to the streets, encampments, their cars, 

or the woods. 

There was also a generous donation of Hershey's chocolate in small tins that will be shared with 

those in need.  I know that would put a smile on my face:) 

 

Toys For Tots: 

There were many bags filled with new toys that were delivered to The Sunday Breakfast 

Mission for Toys For Tots.  Thank you to "Santa's helpers for the generous donations.  I know 

there were many children that had smiles on their faces and in their hearts. 

 

Remember "I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least  

of these brothers of mine, you did for me."  Matthew 26:40 

 
Carole Jaques, Missions Chair 
 
 

Office Hours & Contact Information 

If you have a prayer request that you would like sent along on the prayer chain,  

please contact Rudy White by phone at 302-832-2211,  

by email at pastor@stgeorgesumc.com,  

or use the prayer wall at www.stgeorgesumc.com/prayerwall 

Church office: 302-832-2211    Phone: 302-632-8065 (texting ok)     

Email: office@stgeorgesumc.com, Office hours: M-Thurs 9 to 2 

mailto:pastor@stgeorgesumc.com
http://www.stgeorgesumc.com/prayerwall
mailto:office@stgeorgesumc.com


Our Future Looks Bright! 

During this crazy pandemic that we're all struggling thru, there is 

JOY:)  To share one of my Sunday School lessons quickly--J (Jesus) O 

(others) Y (you). Share Jesus with others and you will find joy and 

peace. I have seen some of my Sunday School kids growing up and 

stepping up in our church.  This past Sunday, there was Milo serving as 

Liturgist.  There was Beatrice lighting the candles.  Will shared his 

outreach project that reached nursing home residents for Christmas.  As I saw "my kids" 

growing up and taking an active role in our church, it brought tears of joy to my eyes 

and a smile to my face.  It brought light and hope to this very dark time in the world. 

Continue to pray for our church family, especially our youth.  They are our future and it 

looks bright. 

 

With heartfelt JOY, 

Carole Jaques 

 
Methodist Women 
 

Unfortunately our women's group had to cancel our Christmas party in December.  We 

hope to have a "Christmas in July" party at which time we will reveal who our Prayer 

Pals have been.  So in the meantime keep sending cards and prayers to you current 

Prayer Pal and hopefully we can all get together in July. 

 

 

Friendship Star Quilters 

The Friendship Star Quilters will not be meeting again this 

month.  However on Tuesday, January 5th you can stop by from 9:30 to 11 am to drop 

off any finished quilts or to pick up fabric or kits to work on quilts at home.   

 
 

 



Game Night Schedule 
 
1/7    the Carrico family 
1/14  Kim Tobin & family 
1/21  the Dorn family 
1/28  Steve Cline 
 
 
 

Troop 123 Update 

Due to Covid 19 restrictions, the Boy Scouts have been 

meeting in person but the use of Zoom meetings is helping to 

achieve a special badge. They are all looking forward to getting 

back together again very soon!  

 

 

Why we participate in the 

 Christmas At Sea Program 

We received a letter from Christine Lassiter, the in-coming 

Exec Director of the Seaman Center in Wilm. Here is some 

of what she shared… 

 

…God works in mysterious ways.  This crew was MEANT to get these Christmas at 

Sea gifts.  Although the delivery was meant for the MV Marathon TS that ship had 

docked and then was sent back to anchorage in a matter of hours so the OSG Horizon 

could get in and out.  No worries, the Marathon TS was headed upstream so the 

Seamen’s Church Institute delivered gifts to them. 

This Horizon crew not only GREATLY appreciated the gifts but passed along the 

extras to other ships on Christmas.  This crew gained so much JOY from those ditty 

boxes.  This is what the holidays are all about! 

(cont’d next page) 

  

If you’d like to participate in 
any game night, please 
contact Pastor Rudy for your 
Zoom invitation. 



Here is a letter from the Chief Mate of the ship Horizon 

The Horizon has a 13 man crew. Thanks to your agency, We were pleased to receive 

the  21 ditty boxes, hats, scarves, and presents. Santa brought 

too many ditty boxes, however. There were 3 forlorn sailors on 

the osg Vision at Packer Avenue  whose Christmas day was 

brightened by a jolly Santa and elf  in an orange rescue boat. A 

jolly Santa with a pillow belly and paper towel beard brightened 

up the crew’s day  on the m/v Decathlon at Bigstone 

Anchorage  on Dec 27th with those ditty boxes. Granted, 5 boxes among 27 crew is a 

stretch but they enjoyed the sentiment. Please pass on to your elves that their hard 

work made many a sailor smile and enjoy some holiday spirit. 

Happy holidays from osg horizon 

Curtis Hintze 
Chief mate 
Osg Horizon 

 

Here are a few pictures they shared of the 

men after receiving the dittie boxes. The 

orange and red polar fleece hats a couple of the guys 

are wearing were made by Dorothy Cleaver. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Church Service via Zoom 

With Covid-19 restrictions continuing, we are now offering access to 

Sunday Service via Zoom. If you’d like to join us, here’s the info you’ll need 

each Sunday. 

Internet Log in link 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82959934703?pwd=eUgveXZzZk1BRHZ1MXRZUHJHTDkvd
z09 
 
Meeting ID: 829 5993 4703 
Passcode: 471914 if required 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656,,82959934703#,,,,*471914# US (New York) 
 
Join by phone 
 +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
 
Meeting ID: 829 5993 4703 
Passcode: 471914 required for call ins 
 

 

Food Pantry 

The food pantry is still in operation, but due to the 

freezing weather we had to bring it inside.  At note has 

been posted on the cabinet that persons needing food 

can ring the doorbell on the back door of the church 

and someone will let them in.  We have limited the 

hours to Monday thru Thursday from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm. Donations of food are still 

needed and can be placed on the table in the social 

hall. Thanks to all 

who have donated 

items.  

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82959934703?pwd=eUgveXZzZk1BRHZ1MXRZUHJHTDkvdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82959934703?pwd=eUgveXZzZk1BRHZ1MXRZUHJHTDkvdz09


 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy New Year! 

 

 

St. Georges United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 145 
St. Georges, DE 19733 

 


