
 From the Pastor’s Desk 

I greet you in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 states, “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

As a believer, I can certainly understand Paul’s call for us to “Rejoice always.”  But, can we 
rejoice when we are experiencing sickness, grief, unemployment, imprisonment or any other 
hardship that life brings our way.  In Paul’s case, he demonstrated that it is possible to rejoice in 
the midst of disappointment, heartache, brokenness and even pain.  

In these precarious times, we must follow Paul’s advice and rejoice, pray, and give thanks in all 
circumstances because this is what God would have us to do.  In doing so, we are witnessing to 
others about the power of God, which enables us to push beyond our natural ability.   

Corrie ten Boom also tells an amazing story about this verse. Corrie and her sister, Betsy, were 
prisoners in a Nazi concentration camp. The camp was horrible. Fleas nearly drove them crazy. 
Fleas were everywhere. Fleas got in their hair and under their skin. Fleas made it impossible for 
them to sleep. Corrie and Betsy had no soap or flea powder. The fleas swarmed constantly. It 
was an absolutely terrible set of circumstances. 

In her distress, Betsy mentioned this verse to her sister. Corrie said, “I can’t give thanks for the 
fleas.” Betsy said, “Give thanks that we’re together. Give thanks that they didn’t check our 
belongings, and that we still have our Bible.” So, Corrie agreed to give thanks for her sister and 
for their Bible. They didn’t give thanks for the fleas, but they did give thanks while living a flea-
bitten existence. 

Much later, Corrie discovered that the fleas had been a blessing in disguise. She learned that 
the guards often raped women prisoners. But the guards never touched the women in Corrie’s 
section of the camp, because they didn’t want to expose themselves to the fleas. Corrie said 
that this taught her to give thanks for all things—because you never know. 

Church family, with the holidays quickly approaching, we have many reasons to give God 
thanks.  We don’t know what tomorrow will bring but with God for us who or what can be 
against us? 
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Let us pray: 

Lord, we rejoice and thank you for all things.  You are an awesome God that continues to watch 

over us day and night.  Please forgive us for our sins and help us we draw nearer to you.  In Jesus’ 

name, we do pray. Amen. 

Yours in Christ,   

Pastor Rudy 

 

                                                                               

 

Donna Goes Walk About.… 

As human beings, we just don’t learn. Why does it take the tough times in life to get our 

attention, and then why do we forget so quickly? I was talking to someone the other day and 

we were, as many of us do these days, lamenting the necessity of masks, social distancing and 

staying away from gatherings we’d really like to attend. We agreed that positive fallout from 

the situation we’re in now, is that as much as they can, people are really being supportive of 

one another. Ordering delivery from local restaurants, sewing masks and giving them away, 

offering to shop for vulnerable neighbors and family, and being inventive in many different 

ways. I said it’s great, but it will probably turn out much the same as right after the attacks on 

9-11. The whole country came together. We felt like we were a community. It was “us” against 

the enemy, and the “us” was nationwide. But we soon forgot what that felt like. After a while 

we went back to the same “me” attitude and that feeling of having a common bond of having 

gone through something together, was gone. We just don’t learn. Why is that? Wouldn’t it be 

so much nicer if we held onto that feeling a little longer? God must be so 

frustrated with us. Just when He thinks we’ve got it, we don’t. How soon we 

forget how we’re supposed to feel about certain people. One day they are 

heroes and well regarded, and seemingly the next day, these same people are 

now the enemy. I don’t know how that happens. May we learn from our experiences. 



We are still doing the best we can throughout the church when dealing with the restrictions of 

Covid 19. Parking lot church continues at 9am, the 10am service takes place in the sanctuary 

and Pastor Rudy and the video team continue to video tape the sermon for Facebook and 

YouTube on Friday nights. We have Game night every Thursday evening at 6:30 via Zoom and 

committee meetings are help via Zoom as well. We are adapting. May we also learn 

from the experience. That’s all for this month. I hope to see you all very soon! 

               Donna 

 
 

Happy Birthday to… 

Nov 17…………….Will Tobin 

Nov 19…………….Earl Wilson 

Nov 30..…………..Vernette White   

 

Mission Update 

Our families, our friends and neighbors, our church families, and strangers are all going 

thru unprecedented times.  Yes, it is unnerving-however, we have God's promise that "I 

will never leave you nor forsake you."  We still have an obligation to reach out to those 

in need.  Our responses will be different. 

At this time of year, we would normally be planning on going to the Seaman's Center 

and wrap gifts for the men at sea.  The end result will be the same, just a different 

plan.  On 11/14/20, we will meet at 10:00 at the church to wrap ditty boxes for the 

Seaman's Center.  We will social distance, wear masks, come self contained with your 

own beverage and a snack if so desired. 

There is a list of items needed on the church's Weekly Messenger.  If you aren't 

comfortable coming in to the church, please make some ditty boxes up and 

bring the to church.  You can use shoeboxes or plastic shoe containers, fill 

them and then wrap them. 

Beloved, I pray that all may go 
well with you and that you may 

be in good health, as it goes well 
with your soul.  - 3 John 1:2 



All the ditty boxes will be delivered to ships that come into Delaware City. 

All of these men have been on the ships since the Corona virus has been 

identified.  They cannot leave the ships, nor have they been allowed to go home to see 

their families.  They need this small gift of love on Christmas. 

Our food pantry continues to be well stocked and used by the 

community.  Thank you Kris and T.C.  for overseeing this outreach and to all 

who faithfully donate food.  Please continue to donate non-perishable food 

items.  Thanks to all who help keep this stocked. 

Our other outreach is the Samaritan's Purse Christmas Child boxes.  There are 

boxes available in the Church Social Hall.  Please take one or two, fill them with the 

recommended items listed in the Weekly Messenger.  There are items that also need to 

be avoided.  Once again, see the list in the Weekly Messenger. 

These are delivered to needy children around the world. 

Thank you for such kind loving hearts.  I'm honored and blessed to be part of the church 

family of St. Georges U.M.C. 

 

"Be still and know that I am God"  Psalm 46:10 
 
Carole Jaques 
Outreach Chair 
 
 
 
 

Office Hours & Contact Information 

If you have a prayer request that you would like sent along on the prayer chain,  

please contact Rudy White by phone at 302-832-2211,  

by email at pastor@stgeorgesumc.com,  

or use the prayer wall at www.stgeorgesumc.com/prayerwall 

Church office: 302-832-2211    Phone: 302-632-8065 (texting ok)     

Email: office@stgeorgesumc.com, Office hours: M-Thurs 9 to 2 
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Methodist Women 
 

The Methodist Women's group is planning for an "Adopt A Family" for the 

upcoming Christmas holiday.  As in the past, we will have tags on the 

downstairs Christmas tree with items listed for the family or families we 

choose.  Please take the tag, purchase the item, wrap it or put it in a gift bag, and 

return with the tag attached.   

Since we are still in the process of choosing a family, if you know of any family that 

could use a little help this Christmas please let us know. 

 

Food Pantry 
 

The food pantry in front of the church is still being used more and 

more.  Thanks to all of you who have donated so far.  We can always 

use contributions of non-perishable food.  The items that are popular 

are pasta sauce, tuna, canned chicken, spam, beef stew, 100% fruit 

juices, applesauce, canned fruit and vegetables. Thanks to Kent and 

Heidi we have plenty of peanut butter!  All donations are appreciated 

and can be left on the table in the social hall. 

 
 
Seaman Center Christmas Boxes 
 
Due to the pandemic this year we will be filling the Seaman Center Christmas Boxes 

differently.  We will not be able to go to the Center to fill boxes but instead will be filling 

them here at Church on Sunday, November 8 after church service.  The boxes we fill 

will be sent to the ships that come in at the Delaware City refinery.  The Seaman Center 

will be sending us most of the items that are to be placed in the boxes.  However there 

are certain items that still need to be collected.  We are asking if you would donate 

multiples of the following items or make a donation toward the purchase of these items: 

            chap stick     hand lotion (regular size, no pump bottles) 
            deodorant     shaving cream 
            gloves (winter/waterproof)   socks 
            gum/candy     show boxes 
             



Please have these items at the church by Sunday, November 1 so that they can be 

counted and sorted.  We are hoping to fill between 75 to 100 boxes.  They usually 

distribute 200 to the refinery ships.  

If you prefer to fill your own box with the items that were listed in the newsletter, please 

do, and return to the church by November 8th. 

Donations of money can be given to Kris Foltz, Anita Mokienko or Carole Jaques 

 

Game Night Schedule 
 
11/5    Matthew Carrico 
11/12  Kim Tobin 
11/19  Karen Higgins & John Hampton 

 

 

If you’d like to participate in any game night, please 
contact Pastor Rudy for your Zoom invitation. 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Troop 123 Update 

 

 

Court of Honor 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

St. Georges United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 145 
St. Georges, DE 19733 

 


