
 What does the Lord require of you?  But to love mercy, to act justly, and walk humbly with 

your God.   

This is an often-used quote from the prophet Micha.  It’s honestly about the only part of 

Micha that I remember by heart.  But I think that’s enough.  Over the past 3 years that we’ve 

walked together I have learned what it is to hang on to mercy, to not give up on justice, and try 

to notice that God has always walked with me.  This is not to say that it hasn’t been an amazing 

time serving at St. Georges, but as I move on to other ministerial work, I am reminded again 

why this passage in Micha is so meaningful.  Ministry is messy.  Because people are messy. And 

I wouldn’t have wanted it any other way.   

There was a professor in seminary that told us, “If you aren’t doing something for your 

church, it’s because you’re choosing not to.  There is always something to do.”  There is always 

a visit to make, a bible study to plan, a meeting to organize, a book on new ministry ideas to 

read.  Always something.  But St. Georges, you have shown me in such beautiful ways that the 

joy of being a pastor for me isn’t found in these things.  Sure, they need to be done, but they 

weren’t my joy to do them.  My joy was found in sitting with you over a cup of Starbucks and 

talking about how God has touched your life.  Or grabbing lunch and crying together because 

your beloved pet passed away.  Or sitting in my office and completely disagreeing with each 

other about what Paul meant by “I can do all things…” Because that doesn’t mean you can tell 

off that kid down the street after he kicked your car Jim!   

It’s been those moments that make the rest possible.  It’s been those moments that 

make me believe that this “church” thing is do-able.  It’s been you who have shown me that it’s 

in the church that mercy can be found.  That it’s in the church were justice is pronounced. And 

it’s in the church where God can be humbly felt.  And somehow thank you doesn’t feel like 

enough.  But, for now, it’s what I have.  From the bottom of my heart, Thank You St. Georges. 

July 2019 

Pastor Dave 



Donna Goes Walk About.… 

 Many groups around the church are taking a break for the next couple months. A time 

to rest, recuperate and re-group. Isn’t it great we have the opportunity and ability 

to do that? And isn’t it great that we all have our own ways of doing that. Resting 

and recuperating for me might not be the same for you. I like to 

travel and see different things. That’s a pleasure for me. Some of 

you have places at the beach and many of you enjoy going there 

and soaking up the atmosphere. We do these things with family. 

We include friends when schedules permit. And some of us just like to stay home 

with all that is familiar to us, and do ……well, sometimes, nothing. And that’s ok. 

We need time to reflect. Or maybe it’s the time we plan what’s coming next. At 

least we think it’s what we’ll be doing next. What is the 

saying I remember hearing? “We plan and God laughs”. 

Because you see, while we’re taking the summer off from 

regular routines and obligations, God is still on the job. 

Always there. Always protecting. Always loving. And boy, aren’t we glad!   

 

Joshua 1:9 "Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not 

be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 

wherever you go." 

So while some go to the beach, some go to mountains (I’ll be headed for 

Colorado), and some enjoy their own backyard, God will be with each of us. Every 

moment of every day. When things are going good. And when there’s a bump (or 

mountain) in the road.  God’s plan might not be your plan…..but go with it. I’m 



pretty sure, He knows what he’s doing. I know we all have our struggles with 

letting go. I sure do. But I’ll keep trying if you will!  

Have a wonderful summer. Refresh. Recoup. Reconnect. And know that 

God’s voice is in your ear saying “I got you!” 

    That’s all for now so I’ll see you on Sunday morning!                    Donna 

 
 
 

Kids Ministry Update 
 
 

1) Movie night – Friday, July 19th. It’s Free and refreshments will be 

provided.  
   It will be held in the parking lot behind the church and starts at 8:30pm. 
Remember to bring your own chairs and bug spray 
 
    
2)  
 
 

The doors will open Registration will begin at 5:30pm each 

night. The program will start at 6pm and continue til 8pm  for 

ages  3 thru  13. Preregistration helps us to plan so we’d love to know if you’re coming 

to join us. Please respond your intention to attend to Office@stgeorgesumc.com or call 

302 832 2211. If you’d like to volunteer to help, please contact Steve Cline. 

 

3) Family fun/ game night in late August (date TBD) 

 
HOW TO SPLIT A BANANA - Make your own Banana split with 

homemade ice cream, then games!  Play Are you smarter than a 5th 

grader? Or Challenge a young person to Checkers or Chess. If you 

have another great idea for a game, be sure to let Mr Steve know. 

 

VBS is July 31st – Aug 2nd and this year’s theme is 

To Mars and Beyond 

Matthew 28:20 "Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age." 

mailto:Office@stgeorgesumc.com


I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he 

considered mw trustworthy, appointing me to his service. –  

1 Timothy 1:12 

Methodist Women 

The Methodist Women at their June meeting filled over 

50 personal care bags for the local Women's 

Shelters.  Thanks to all who contributed items for these 

bags.  We will be taking the summer off but will meet 

again in September on Thursday the 12th at 7 pm.  We 

meet the 2nd Thursday of each month so do consider 

joining us this fall and becoming a member.  You help is always needed and we are 

always looking for some new ideas.  

We’re happy to report that due to the money raised at the Women of Hope Dinner and 

Silent Auction, the ladies were able to send a check for $1250 to the Hillary Taylor 

Wildlife Rescue Foundation.  

We are also beginning a donation campaign to benefit the Veterans Home on Broad St. 

in Middletown. Donations of twin sheets and blankets, towels, washcloths, pillows and 

mattress protectors are on our list. Please bring them to the church and place in the 

black donation box. See you in September and hopefully before! 

 

Friendship Star Quilters 

We will be taking a break for the summer from quilting.  We recently 

delivered 11 more quilts to Quilts for Comfort.  Our next meeting will be 

on Tuesday, September 10th from 9:30 am to 4 pm.  We usually meet 

the first Tuesday of each month, but because of Labor Day we will 

meet the second Tuesday for September.  After that we will go back to 

the meeting being on the first Tuesday of the month. 

 



 
 

Happy Birthday to… 

Mandie Johnson………...July 2   Deanna Dorn……………….July 13 

Bing Molina….…………..July 23   Chad Lowe…………….……July 25 

 
If we’ve missed your birthday or anniversary, please let Donna know and we’ll be sure 
to celebrate with you next year! 

 

Troop 123 Update 

Scouting is fun! 

Troop 123 and Troop 75 joined together to earn the 

Horsemanship Merit Badge  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scouts playing Kayak Tug of War 

 

Sea Scout Ships 198 and 123 

 



Missions Update 

 Last month our UMW group assembled 51 bags for women 

entering shelters.  Ten bags were distributed to Sarah's House in 

the St. Georges area.  It is a safe haven for victims of domestic 

violence.  Ten bags were delivered to Wayfarer's House in Elkton 

and the remaining were given to The Sunday Breakfast Mission.   Thank you all who 

donated. 

 The Sunday Breakfast Mission is once again collecting school supplies to 

be distributed in August.  Yes, I know school has only been out for a couple 

of weeks.  And yes, I see school supplies lining the shelves of stores.  Items 

need to be delivered to SBM by August 1st. Items needed are: 

-Backpacks 

-Pocket folders 

-Scissors, blunt or sharp 

-Wide and College ruled notebook paper 

-College-ruled and Wide-ruled spiral notebooks & composition books 

-Pens, pencils, erasers & pencil sharpeners 

-Crayons (24 Pk) 

-Tissues 

-Rulers 

-Washable markers & colored pencils 

-Glue sticks & washable glue 

The goal is to collect and prepare 1600 backpacks for children from K-8th grade.  

The backpacks will be assembled on 8/10/19 from 8 a.m. to Noon.  Call Erin van Waas 

at 302-656-8542 to sign up.  Lunch is provided. 

  

The new Veterans Shelter is due to open soon in Middletown.  I've been 

in touch with Marsha Conley (she and her husband are the sponsors of 

this home).  It is planned to help homeless veterans work their way back 

into a productive and healthier life. Their capacity is 8 male residents.  We 



have discussed two immediate needs for the home.  8 twin bedbug proof mattress 

covers are needed.  I've looked around and there are a few on Amazon ranging from 

$16.00 to almost $40.00 range.  They do need to have zippers and be bedbug proof. 

 Once again, I'm so thankful for the loving and kind hearts that make up of our church 

family.  

  

Matthew 25:40 

 In His Service, 

Carole Jaques 

Mission Chair 

 

From the new Pastor’s Desk 
 
I greet you in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 states, “There is a time for everything and a season for every activity 
under the heavens.” Church family, we are entering into a new God ordained time and 
season together.  Since being contacted by our Wilmington District Superintendent Rev. 
Joseph Archie, I have been eagerly anticipating the opportunity to serve you as pastor.   
 
I am a life long resident of Delaware and held my church membership at Whatcoat 
UMC, Dover until I responded to my call in 2005.  At that time, I began a new season of 
ministry as the pastor of Centennial UMC in Smyrna.  In 2012, I became an Ordained 
Elder and was also given the opportunity to serve as a Campus Minister at Delaware 
State University while continuing my role as a pastor to the fine folks of Centennial and 
surrounding community. While the journey has been fruitful in those settings, I am 
confident that our new season together will also bear good fruit as we get to know one 
another. 
 
I am looking forward to meeting each and every one of you and your families to hear 
your stories, your hopes and your dreams.  Thus far, I have had the great fortune of 
meeting many of you during my introductory meeting with SPRC and at the last 
Administrative Team meeting.  Please know that my office door is always open and that 
I am available for you.   
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Rudy 
 

 

Small is the gate and narrow the road 
that leads to life, and only a few find it. – 

Matthew 7:14 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember  

July 4……………..Happy Independence Day! Be safe! 
July 7……….…….Communion Sunday 10 am 
July 7……………..Pastor White’s 1st Sunday w/ Refreshments after service 
July 19……………Movie Night /Parking lot of church 8:30pm 
July 29…………….Ad Team meeting 7pm 
July 31, Aug 1& 2…Vacation Bible School 
 

Traditional worship service every Sunday @ 10 am 
Sunday School every Sunday morning at 9 am 
Visit our website at www.stgeorgesumc.com 

Follow us on our Facebook page 
 

St. Georges United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 145 
St. Georges, DE 19733 

 


