
 From the Pastor’s Desk 

I greet you in the name of our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

Luke 2:4-5 states, “So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line 

of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 

him and was expecting a child.  

Welcome to Advent.  The season of Advent comes from the Latin word adventus, 

which means “coming” or “visit."  Advent begins four Sundays before Christmas 

and ends on Christmas Eve. The Advent season is the beginning of the liturgical 

year for Christians.  During this time, we prepare and anticipate the coming of 

Christ. We remember the longing for a Messiah and the longing for forgiveness, 

salvation and a new beginning. Even as we look back and celebrate the birth of 

Christ in a humble stable in Bethlehem, we also look forward in great anticipation 

for the second coming of Christ as the fulfillment of all that was promised by his 

first coming. 

One of the most beautiful traditions of Advent is the lighting of the Advent wreath.  

The Advent wreath represents eternity.  The candles symbolize that Jesus is the 
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Light of the World.  There are four candles, one for each Sunday leading to 

Christmas.  Often, there are three purple, which represent hope, peace and love, 

and one pink candle, which represents joy.   The fifth white pillar candle represents 

Christ and will be lit on Christmas Eve. 

During this Advent season, we will be challenged to remember the true reason for 

the season. The weeks of Advent remind us to set aside some of the hectic business 

of the holiday season, and to quietly reflect on the promise of the baby born in 

Bethlehem over 2000 years ago. The Bible readings listed below relate to the 

Advent themes of waiting, preparation, light in the darkness, and the coming of the 

promised Messiah.  

Bible Readings: Romans 13:11-14, 1 Corinthians 1:3-9, Mark 13:33-37, John 1:1-

5, John 1:6-9, Jeremiah 33:14-16, and Isaiah 6. 

So, as we wait for the day described in Revelation 21:23, let us not grow wearing 

in our well doing.   

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Rudy 
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Donna Goes Walk About.… 

    What a busy time of year!  Our personal lives and our church involvement are so 

busy at this time of year. It seems we go from Halloween to Thanksgiving and then 

Christmas in a flash. And this year, Christmas comes less than a month after 

Thanskgiving. We celebrated Thanksgiving at St. Georges UMC with a lovely 

Ingathering meal after service on Nov 24th. For the ingathering part of the day, we 

collected a trunkload full of canned goods and non-perishable items that were delivered 

to the Food Bank of Delaware. Thanks to everyone who donated! The 24th was a busy 

day because not only did we enjoy a delicious meal after service, but during the service 

we welcomed little Collin Robert Draper into our church family through baptism. Collin is 

such a cutie and we are so happy to have Collin and his family with us each Sunday.  

      Lots of us took advantage of the opportunity to visit Friendly’s in Middletown for a 

fundraiser for our kids programs. It was an enjoyable meal with friends and family, 

topped off with ICE CREAM! The Epic Kids program raised about $175! Thanks 

everyone for coming out in support! 

     In the last few years, I’ve taken it on myself to organize a special Christmas outing 

for anyone in our church family who would like to go. This year, I’m looking forward to 

our outing to Longwood Gardens on Wednesday, December 4th. I haven’t been in about 

15 years so it’ll be quite the treat. Pictures to follow next month! 

     As I write this, a group gathered at church this morning, with major help from the Boy 

Scouts, to begin decorating for Christmas and prepare for the Hanging of the Greens 

service taking place on December 1st. The Advent season is here! 

     The kids will be presenting a Christmas pageant called The First Christmas Eve 

during regular service on Sunday December 22nd.  We love seeing all the young folks 

getting involved. Steve Cline’s Sunday School class is preparing a puppet show for the 

congregation too and the choir was recently joined by Zoe Osbourne and Beatrice 

Draper.   The month will go by quickly so be sure to take time to savor all the important 

moments. Hope to see you at one of the many events taking place between now and 

Christmas Day.      

    That’s all for now so I’ll see you on Sunday morning!                    Donna 



Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one 

body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Colossians 3:15 

Methodist Women 

 the Methodist Women will once again have an Adopt A Family this Christmas season. 

There will be an Adopt A Family tree in the social hall by December 7th with the gift 

ideas ready for you to choose.  The Women and 

Men's group are also looking forward to the 

combined Christmas dinner on Thursday, 

December 12th. After enjoying a delicious meal, 

we’ll have some fun with Christmas games and 

Prayer pals will exchange gifts and be revealed. 

 

 

Missions Update 

As we move into the cold weather and Christmas 

celebrations,  I want to thank our church family for their 

willingness to reach out to those in need.  27 Samaritans 

Purse boxes were delivered to Cornerstone UMC to be 

shipped around the world to children.  This week I also delivered so many 

canned goods that my trunk was filled.  On the same day, five large bags 

filled with winter coats were delivered to Friendship House in Wilmington to 

be shared with those in need.  It always warms my heart to see the love of 

our Lord, Jesus Christ, shared with so many.  I thank God for each of you. 

  
Carole Jaques 
Mission Chair 

 



Troop 123 Update 

A big thank you to the scouts for their help in decorating the church. Here are pics of the 

busy morning. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      



 

 

 

Happy Birthday to… 

Edith Carroll……………..Dec 1   Sue Gestwicki………………Dec 7 

Manuel Molina………….Dec 8   Carole Jaques………………Dec 12 

Marie Streaker…………..Dec 12   Linda Moore…………………Dec 21 

 

Happy Anniversary to… 

Jerry & Dawn Lowe ……..Dec 10  

 

   

FYI 

If you have a prayer request that you would like sent along on the prayer chain, please contact Rudy 

White by phone at 302-832-2211, by email at pastor@stgeorgesumc.com, or use the prayer wall at 

www.stgeorgesumc.com/prayerwall 

 

Pastor Rudy is available for anyone who needs spiritual care. 

He can be reached at 

Church office: 302-832-2211 

Phone: 302-632-8065 (texting ok) 

Email: office@stgeorgesumc.com 

Office hours: M-Thurs 9 to 2 

We recommend calling to ensure someone will be in the office when you stop in. We will be happy to 

make an appointment for you. 
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Congratulations to the Draper family on the baptism of 

Collin Robert Draper on Nov 24
th

 

Welcome to the St Georges family 

Collin! 

 

Hope you will join us for Christmas Caroling through St Georges this year. 

We always have a lot 

of fun and there’s 

cookies and hot cocoa 

afterwards! Meet at the 

church at 6pm. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember  

Dec 1……………..1st Sunday of Advent/Hanging of the Greens Service 
Dec 4……….…….Group outing to Longwood Gardens 
Dec 12…………….UMW/UMM Christmas Potluck 7pm 
Dec 15..………..….Community Christmas Caroling 6pm 
Dec 17…………….Pageant practice  
Dec 21…………….Movie Night  
Dec 24…………….Christmas Eve service 5:30p 
Dec 25…………….Hallelujah! A Savior is born 
 

Traditional worship service every Sunday @ 10 am 
Sunday School every Sunday morning at 9 am 
Visit our website at www.stgeorgesumc.com 

Follow us on our Facebook page 

St. Georges United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 145 
St. Georges, DE 19733 

 


